
Population 

• The EKCEP WIA had a population of 520,711 in 1980.  By 2000, the number of persons 
had declined by 7.0% to 484,006 (1980, 2000 Census).  Kentucky’s population increased 
by 10.4% during this time period. 

• With the exception of Bell and Elliott Counties, all the EKCEP counties that border other 
Kentucky WIAs (TENCO, Bluegrass and the Cumberlands) had population growth 
between 1980 and 2000.  The twelve “interior” counties had population declines during 
this time period. 

• Population forecasts, developed in 2003, project that the region will experience slight 
growth over the next twenty years, expanding by 0.7% to 487,388 persons in 2020.  The 
Population Research Center, which produces the population projections for Kentucky, 
has recently released this 2003 moderate growth series, but they are continuing to modify 
cohorts within this series.  The 2005 to 2030 county projections are available, by age, at 
http://ksdc.louisville.edu/kpr/pro/hmk03totalpop.xls. 

• The EKCEP WIA is not currently experiencing an aging of its population, but it is 
experiencing a middle-aging.  In 1980, 10.3% of EKCEP residents were over the age of 
65; in 2000, this had increased to 12.5%. Few persons turned 65 from 1995 through 2000 
or will turn 65 from 2000 through 2010, as there was a birth dearth during the Great 
Depression and World War II, which began in 1929 and ended with the start of the Baby 
Boom in 1946.  After 2010, Baby Boomers will start turning 65 and by 2020, 17.3% of 
the EKCEP WIA is projected to be 65 or older. 

• Between 1900 and 2000, Kentucky’s population nearly doubled from 2,147,174 to 
4,041,769; however, the number of children 0-14 rose by only two percent, from 809,142 
to 824,640, resulting in a fundamental change in the age structure of Kentucky’s 
population.   



Total Population 1900 - 2000

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

United States 76,212,168 92,228,496 106,021,537 123,202,624 132,164,569 151,325,798 179,323,175 203,211,926 226,545,805 248,709,873 281,421,906

Kentucky 2,147,174 2,289,905 2,416,630 2,614,589 2,845,627 2,944,806 3,038,156 3,218,706 3,660,777 3,685,296 4,041,769

EKCEP 279,280 339,199 431,924 529,657 619,914 598,066 476,929 412,217 520,711 481,505 484,006
Bell 15,701 28,447 33,988 38,747 43,812 47,602 35,336 31,087 34,330 31,506 30,060
Breathitt 14,322 17,540 20,614 21,143 23,946 19,964 15,490 14,221 17,004 15,703 16,100
Carter 20,228 21,966 22,474 23,839 25,545 22,559 20,817 19,850 25,060 24,340 26,889
Clay 15,364 17,789 19,795 18,526 23,901 23,116 20,748 18,481 22,752 21,746 24,556
Elliott 10,387 9,814 8,887 7,571 8,713 7,085 6,330 5,933 6,908 6,455 6,748
Floyd 15,552 18,623 27,427 41,942 52,986 53,500 41,642 35,889 48,764 43,586 42,441
Harlan 9,838 10,566 31,546 64,557 75,275 71,751 51,107 37,370 41,889 36,574 33,202
Jackson 10,561 10,734 11,687 10,467 16,339 13,101 10,677 10,005 11,996 11,955 13,495
Johnson 13,730 17,482 19,622 22,968 25,771 23,846 19,748 17,539 24,432 23,248 23,445
Knott 8,704 10,791 11,655 15,230 20,007 20,320 17,362 14,698 17,940 17,906 17,649
Knox 17,372 22,116 24,172 26,266 31,029 30,409 25,258 23,689 30,239 29,676 31,795
Lawrence 19,612 20,067 17,643 16,713 17,275 14,418 12,134 10,726 14,121 13,998 15,569
Lee 7,988 9,531 11,918 9,729 10,860 8,739 7,420 6,587 7,754 7,422 7,916
Leslie 6,753 8,976 10,097 10,765 14,981 15,537 10,941 11,623 14,882 13,642 12,401
Letcher 9,172 10,623 24,467 35,702 40,592 39,522 30,102 23,165 30,687 27,000 25,277
Magoffin 12,006 13,654 13,859 15,719 17,490 13,839 11,156 10,443 13,515 13,077 13,332
Martin 5,780 7,291 7,654 8,584 10,970 11,677 10,201 9,377 13,925 12,526 12,578
Menifee 6,818 6,153 5,779 4,958 5,691 4,798 4,276 4,050 5,117 5,092 6,556
Morgan 12,792 16,259 16,518 15,130 16,827 13,624 11,056 10,019 12,103 11,648 13,948
Owsley 6,874 7,979 7,820 7,223 8,957 7,324 5,369 5,023 5,709 5,036 4,858
Perry 8,276 11,255 26,042 42,186 47,828 46,566 34,961 25,714 33,763 30,283 29,390
Pike 22,686 31,679 49,477 63,267 71,122 81,154 68,264 61,059 81,123 72,583 68,736
Wolfe 8,764 9,864 8,783 8,425 9,997 7,615 6,534 5,669 6,698 6,503 7,065

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, censuses 1900-2000



Total Population 1900 - 2000 - Percent Change

1900-1910 1910-1920 1920-1930 1930-1940 1940-1950 1950-1960 1960-1970 1970-1980 1980-1990 1990-2000 1900-2000

United States 21.0% 15.0% 16.2% 7.3% 14.5% 18.5% 13.3% 11.5% 9.8% 13.2% 269.3%

Kentucky 6.6% 5.5% 8.2% 8.8% 3.5% 3.2% 5.9% 13.7% 0.7% 9.7% 88.2%

EKCEP 21.5% 27.3% 22.6% 17.0% -3.5% -20.3% -13.6% 26.3% -7.5% 0.5% 73.3%
Bell 81.2% 19.5% 14.0% 13.1% 8.7% -25.8% -12.0% 10.4% -8.2% -4.6% 91.5%
Breathitt 22.5% 17.5% 2.6% 13.3% -16.6% -22.4% -8.2% 19.6% -7.7% 2.5% 12.4%
Carter 8.6% 2.3% 6.1% 7.2% -11.7% -7.7% -4.6% 26.2% -2.9% 10.5% 32.9%
Clay 15.8% 11.3% -6.4% 29.0% -3.3% -10.2% -10.9% 23.1% -4.4% 12.9% 59.8%
Elliott -5.5% -9.4% -14.8% 15.1% -18.7% -10.7% -6.3% 16.4% -6.6% 4.5% -35.0%
Floyd 19.7% 47.3% 52.9% 26.3% 1.0% -22.2% -13.8% 35.9% -10.6% -2.6% 172.9%
Harlan 7.4% 198.6% 104.6% 16.6% -4.7% -28.8% -26.9% 12.1% -12.7% -9.2% 237.5%
Jackson 1.6% 8.9% -10.4% 56.1% -19.8% -18.5% -6.3% 19.9% -0.3% 12.9% 27.8%
Johnson 27.3% 12.2% 17.1% 12.2% -7.5% -17.2% -11.2% 39.3% -4.8% 0.8% 70.8%
Knott 24.0% 8.0% 30.7% 31.4% 1.6% -14.6% -15.3% 22.1% -0.2% -1.4% 102.8%
Knox 27.3% 9.3% 8.7% 18.1% -2.0% -16.9% -6.2% 27.6% -1.9% 7.1% 83.0%
Lawrence 2.3% -12.1% -5.3% 3.4% -16.5% -15.8% -11.6% 31.7% -0.9% 11.2% -20.6%
Lee 19.3% 25.0% -18.4% 11.6% -19.5% -15.1% -11.2% 17.7% -4.3% 6.7% -0.9%
Leslie 32.9% 12.5% 6.6% 39.2% 3.7% -29.6% 6.2% 28.0% -8.3% -9.1% 83.6%
Letcher 15.8% 130.3% 45.9% 13.7% -2.6% -23.8% -23.0% 32.5% -12.0% -6.4% 175.6%
Magoffin 13.7% 1.5% 13.4% 11.3% -20.9% -19.4% -6.4% 29.4% -3.2% 1.9% 11.0%
Martin 26.1% 5.0% 12.2% 27.8% 6.4% -12.6% -8.1% 48.5% -10.0% 0.4% 117.6%
Menifee -9.8% -6.1% -14.2% 14.8% -15.7% -10.9% -5.3% 26.3% -0.5% 28.8% -3.8%
Morgan 27.1% 1.6% -8.4% 11.2% -19.0% -18.8% -9.4% 20.8% -3.8% 19.7% 9.0%
Owsley 16.1% -2.0% -7.6% 24.0% -18.2% -26.7% -6.4% 13.7% -11.8% -3.5% -29.3%
Perry 36.0% 131.4% 62.0% 13.4% -2.6% -24.9% -26.4% 31.3% -10.3% -2.9% 255.1%
Pike 39.6% 56.2% 27.9% 12.4% 14.1% -15.9% -10.6% 32.9% -10.5% -5.3% 203.0%
Wolfe 12.6% -11.0% -4.1% 18.7% -23.8% -14.2% -13.2% 18.2% -2.9% 8.6% -19.4%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, censuses 1900-2000



EKCEP WIA Population Pyramids
1980

1990

2000

Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
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Bell County Population Pyramids
1980

1990

2000

Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Bell County Population Pyramids
2000

2010

2020

Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Breathitt County Population Pyramids
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2000

Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Breathitt County Population Pyramids
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2020

Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Carter County Population Pyramids
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Carter County Population Pyramids
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Clay County Population Pyramids
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Clay County Population Pyramids
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Elliott County Population Pyramids
1980
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2000

Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Elliott County Population Pyramids
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Floyd County Population Pyramids
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Floyd County Population Pyramids
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Harlan County Population Pyramids
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Harlan County Population Pyramids
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development

4,000 3,000 2,000 1,000 0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000

00-04
05-09
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-84

85+

Male Female

4,000 3,000 2,000 1,000 0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000

00-04
05-09
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-84

85+

Male Female

4,000 3,000 2,000 1,000 0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000

0-4
5-9

10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-84

85+

Male Female



Pike County Population Pyramids
2000

2010

2020

Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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